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By Colin Hancox

he Hobie legend lives on: pulsat-

ing heat; palm trees; ice-cold

beer and forty identical Hobie

14s. What else can a person live

for? After a false start in Mexico,

the 1987 Hobie 14 World Champi-
onship was moved to Mauritius in the
Indian Ocean. What a venue! The Fiesta
de Mer (Festival of the Seas) happened to
be running at the same time, plus a trans-
ocean international yacht race. The island
was abuzz with colorful people, different
dialects, and spicey foods. Mauritius is an
ex-volcanic island that brushes a sky sup-
ported by dense, green bush flowing into
the brilliant, blue Indian Ocean. Surround-
ing the island is a coral reef that provides
inshore shelter from the swell action and
stirs up food for the big fish outside.

From Tahiti, France, Switzerland,
Ireland, Australia, Mauritius, Spain, Brazil,
America and South Africa, competitors
rolled in, stripping off winter clothes and
ripping out baggies and suntan lotion.
The current world champion was unfortu-
nately missing due to business, and a few
hot Australians were perhaps concentrat-
ing on the next America’s Cup. But the
competition was there.

The Tahitians were the hottest contend-
ers, with veterans Kitty Salmon Hiro de
Meyer leading the South Pacific pack.
The Mauritians were an unknown force
with local knowledge. And could South
African Blaine Dodds, a former world
champion, make a comeback?

The pre-qualifying series started on
Thursday, September 22, in a light, on-
shore, westerly breeze. The courses were
set due west of the luxurious champion-
ship headquarters hotel, Troux-aux-
biches. Outside the coral reef, anchoring
the mark far enough out to sea was a
problem in over 200 meters of water on a
shelf that disappeared in a hurry. Twenty
sailors from the pre-qualifying went
through to the championship series with a
few unfortunates who had to suffer a
week on a tropical isle. Three races were
sailed in light, flukey conditions with
onshore winds and a nasty little chop for
the fat guys. Nino Salmon from Tahiti was
victorious in this event and started off on a
psychological high.

A welcoming party was held on Friday
night with the sports and entertainment
team doing their thing. These guys were
amazing, working all day teaching wind-
surfing, skiing and diving, then putting on
a show at night with much hilarity in the
French flavor. A Michael Jackson look-a-
like was superb with ankle-crushing break
dancing.

The start of the actual world champion-
ship was on Saturday at 2 p.m. This
allowed the international yacht race to
start, an event sponsored by the Beach- —— — -
comber group of hotels on the island. The  Sailors were told to expect one of the most beautiful islands in the world. They got it.
race started off in a light wind similar to

JANUARYFEBRUARY 1988/29




1 their rigs on the beach.

Mauritius exuded tropical charm and the people were as friendly as any sailor
could want.
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the previous day. The boats wallowed in
towards the coral reef with a few tacking
way up the middle of the course. Lucky
them. The boats tacking close to the coral
reef were headed back to the starting
area and then gently lifted. Gerard Koper
of South Africa scored the best out of all
the boats by rounding the weather mark
first, followed by the Tahitians and Blaine
Dodds. The Tahitians and Allan Lawrence
sneaked past Koper with Dodds running
too low and dropping right back. With
great tenacity, Allan Lawrence worked his
way to the front and crossed the line first.

The second race began at about 3:30
p.m. in the same light wind. The wind
slowly died away 20 seconds before the
start with the current forcing boats over
early. A 180-degree windshift then
popped through after a general recall and
the race was re-started in the approach-
ing sunset. The wind from the opposite
direction lifted the old sloppy chopinto a
neat surfing wave and the sail back to the
beach was amazing with flying fish skitter-
ing over the waves and flopping back into
the warm, blue water.

Sunday saw the wind switch to off-
shore, which is what all the heavies had
been waiting for. The mean wind for the
area was 20 knots offshore, 10 knots for
the day, to provide some interesting rac-
ing. Wind switches in the short courses
didn't allow for much catching up inthe
case of mistakes. With the marks difficult
to move, some of the courses were debat-
able. It was the same for all competitors,
however, and the organizers needed to
have as many races as possible. Paul
Thomas, the South African champion,
had a bad day by just sticking his nose
over the line before the gun. Dipping back
but not re-rounding the ends, this resulted
in a PMS since the one minute rule
applied. The boat speed king, Mr. Sean
Ferry, capsized just after the start, set off
in a second, and pulled up to fourth—an
amazing performance. The Mauritians
were all up front with the Tahitians, hang-
ing in there waiting for the wind. In the last
race of the day, Allan Lawrence of South
Africa built an enormous lead and kept
pulling away all the time.

Monday started with the wind a good
15 knots for a super-long, three-triangle
course. After a heavy beat up to the
weather mark, it was no relief to know that
two more rounds were to come. The
reach along the coral reef was outstand-
ing with maximum power pushing the
boats along. The racing finished at 2 p.m.
since time was running out for two more
races. The afternoon was spent ruining
the local golf course and helping the
Mauritian golf ball industry stage a vital
economic recovery.

This setting for the world championship
must have been one of the best ever. You
could start the day with a snorkel along



It sure can become hectic when good sailors are battling for first as this water-level view indicates. No word on the

photographer’s fate.

the reef or game of tennis, dive into a
superb breakfast, then off to some
amazingly exciting Hobie racing, followed
by waterskiing/golf/boardsailing. When
the day was done you could settle down
with a free Sundowner beer, yet another
sumptious evening seafood meal, an eve-
ning show, full disco and, to end the day,
the Casino Rupee Guzzler.

The split was announced on Monday
night with most people, including the
manager, ending up in the pool. A couple
of security guards arrived on the scene
and in the friendly Mauritian way sug-
gested that more fun would be had on the
beach. Leading at this stage was Allan
Lawrence (South Africa), Hiro de Meyer
(Tahiti), and David Kruyt (South Africa).
Following were the Mauritians and Tahi-
tians.

Tuesday had the palm trees holding
onto their roots for the final two days of
racing. The first race was a screamer
around a course with a reach past the
coral reef off to the windward mark. It was
very exciting sailing. On the way back to
the island you could see an approaching
thunderstorm, which arrived in the middle
of the second race. Gusts of up to 30
knots were making things lively but only a
few boats capsized. After a lunch interval
the next race started in 20 knots, followed
by afourth and last race. The casino was
empty that night and coconuts vibrated
off the trees with the snoring. Blaine
Dodds had a superb day with two firsts, a
fifth and a sixth to pull him from 28th to
7th overall. The top three were steady with
Hiro de Meyer moving up to second, four
points behind Allan Lawrence.

The final day saw the Duke and Duch-
ess of York (Andrew and Fergie to some)
gracing the occasion by watching the
proceedings off a large catamaran. An
armada of camera and press people
arrived with Nikon and Kodak scoring
well in the day. The wind was a good 20
knots and was still easterly and offshore.
Boats jockeyed to get a good start, being
careful not to be over early with the one-
minute rule in effect. Lawrence streaked
away to win, almost putting the seal on it
with one more race to go. Hiro de Meyer
needed to beat him by eight places to
take the title. Lawrence, after a bad start
in the last race, pulled up to second and,
finally, against hot competition, had won a
world championship. [For complete
results, see “Hobie Racing.”] S
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NAT’ONAL 9. Tully/Russel 67.00 38. D. Delave/K. Williams 222.00
10. Christopher/Frankline 83.00 39. J. Hauser/D. Brown 224 .00
11. Sloan/Pascoe 83.00 40. W. Schafer/R. Moore 226.00
HOBIE 14/TURBO NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIPS 12. Skidmore/Drllevich 92.75 41. D. Sloan/P. Sloan 228.00
ELK RAPIDS, MICHIGAN 13, Tully/Lewis 109.00 42. D. Grant/D. Thomas 238.00
AUGUST 29-SEPTEMBER 4, 1987 14. McManus/Holverson 136.00 43. J. Kuc/K. Rourke 252.00
15. Villa/villa 143.00 44, N. Kelley/J. Keeton 255.00
HOBIE 14T POINTS 16. Ward/Lovsletten 155.00 45. P. Campi/D. Archer 257.00
17. Laroque/Tebeau 159.00 46. T. Bonner/J. West 265.00
1. Bob Curry 5.25 18. Cockroft/Glaze 164.00 47. W. Tully/A. Tully 267 .00
2. Boyd Bass 15.00 19. Schratz/Brown 182.00 48. M. Bounds/L. Bounds 295.00
3. Stephan Acquart 23.00 20. Pryor/Karnitschnig 183.00
4. Vel De Kreek 27.75 21. Heath/Duncan 190.00
5. Greg Trent 40.00 22. Shiller/Walker 211.00
6. Clark A. Keyser 46.00 23. Gira/Bowen 216 .00
7. Byron Parker 53.00 24. Barnes/Outlaw 224 .00
8. Debbie Taylor 53.00 ,NTERNAT'ONAL
-9. Davis S. Green 56 .00
10. Bret A. Moss 61.00 HOBIE 14 WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP
11. Jon Tiger 63.00 MAURITIUS
12. Dave Wilder 66.00 SEPTEMBER 23-30
13. Carole Arrick 79.00 HOBIE 16 U.S. NATIONAL CHAMPIONSHIP
14. William Mack, Jr. 83.00 SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA
15. James Frederick 97.00 SEPTEMBER 13-19, 1987
HOBIE 14 POINTS SKIPPER/CREW POINTS
7 NAME LCOUNTRY POINTS
1o Bob Curry e A 1. Jeff Alter 16.00
- Stan Woodru 22' 2. Carlton Tucker 22.25 1. Allan Lawrence South Africa 20.00
3. Boythass 24-32 3. Enrique Figueroa 24 .50 2. Hiro De Maeyer Tapiti 34,00
’;- Stephan Acquart 25 00 4. M. Shearer/K. Ward 28.25 3. David Kruyt South Africa 35.50
e aoss 3700 5. Hobie Alter Jr. 37.50 4. William Dwards South Africa 50.00
7' Greg Mjne:‘ 54'00 6. K. Christensen/C. Christensen 40.00 5. Blaine Dodds South Africa 51.25
8. i:rr: "en ns 61'00 7. B.Seaman/D. Deupree 58.00 6. Kitty salmon Tahiti 61.75
9' b uck Watson 65'00 8. T. Materna/R. Jenkins 71.75 7. Colin Hancox South Africa 64 .00
10' a\lns S'E Grien 65.00 9. A. Egusa/S. Holmes 79.00 8. Shaun Ferry South Africa 66.00
o ;eb Deur" o200 10. R. Eddington/C. Eddington 96.00 9. Philippe Hars Tahiti 71.00
12' DO u:'Ld 75'00 11. C. McCarty Jr./S. Newton 110.00 10. Gerhard Koper South Africa 78.00
15 william ek 4 8000 12. T. Hitch/M. Hammond 117.00 11. Nino Salmon Tahiti 89.75
M‘ B1b ;ar:‘ ai [ 92'00 13. D. Katterman/J. Katterman 122.00 12. Jannie Tukker South Africa .95.00
15, Stan emottz o400 14. P. Porter/L. Robertson 126.00 13. Kamien Johnson South Africa 101.00
o, clamonme 09700 15. P. Bascoe/J. Pascoe 128.00 14. Peter Tomalin South Africa 110.00
17' B P. keysor 105 '00 16. C. Nunes/M. Montgomery 132.00 15. Ren Brand South Africa 117.00
18' Jy;onstar ir 109'00 17. L. Dockstader/C. Kiel-Deans 132.00 16. Paul Thomas South Africa 123.00
19, F° g M ore 116,00 18. P. Tobie, G. Loose 134.00 17. Eric Poafai Tahiti 124 .00
20, Jomes Foederick 12100 19. R. MacConnell/C. Carroll 138.00 18. Francis Petras Tahiti 124.00
e e Tigen e 12100 20. Mark Ralph 144.00 19. sk Lippstreu South Africa 126.00
52 °"k ;‘-’f“h . 13500 21. W. Smith/J. Smith 153.00 20. Jean Agnieray Tahiti 128.00
- Jack Welsh, M.D. . 22. J. Casher/G. Casher 154.00 21. Didier Giraud Mauritius 130.75
23. B. Carpenter, C. Kasley 162.00 22. Aubrey Price South Africa 138.00
HOBIE WOMENS U.S. CHAMPIONSHIP 24. R. Neatherby 165.00 23. Jacques Le Voguer France 139.00
SAN FRANCISCO, CALIFORNIA 25. L. Ashton/S. Ashton 167 .00 24. Jacques Foucaud France 152.00
SEPTEMBER 8-11, 1987 26. R. Daniel/S. Shaw 173.00 25. Lionel Hartley South Africa 161.00
27. J. Newsome/P. Paul 178.00 26. Wayne Schafer U.S.A. 165.00
SKIPPER/CREW POINTS 28. D. Shearer/M. Tuckett 179.00 27. Tuke Pacquier Tahiti 177.75
29. R. Seta/M. Mallum 181.00 28. Stephane Lagesse Mauritius 182.00
1. Renfro/Deans 34.25 30. T. Korzeniewski/W. Jeffers 189.00 29. Kaniel Giraud Mauritius 184 .00
2. Nelson/Seaman 35.00 31. T. Mooneyham/V. Parseghian 193.00 30. Karl Buic Mauritius 186.00
3. Robertson/Brenny 41.75 32. R. Wythes, T. Remick 193.00 31. Ricardo Cabrera Spain 186.75
4. Leon/Leth 44 .00 33. D. McCredie/B. Fields 195.00 32. D. Gautier de la Haut France 196.00
5. Holmes/Whittington 58.75 34. B. Williams 205.00 33. Chariol Aguerre France 206 .00
6. Popejoy/Moore 66.00 35. D. Kulkoski/K. Villa 208.00 34. Tony Marsh Australia 227.00
7. 0'Brien/De Chesne 66 .00 36. M. Montague/S. Geddes 216.00 35. Rcno Brodbeck Switzerland 230.00
8. Moore/Casher 66.75 37. J. Poncin/C. Trevey 220.00 36. Bob Antelme Mauritius 251.00
WORLD HOBIE CLASS ASSOCIATION
FLEET LISTING DIRECTORY
FLEET COMMODORE LOCATION DIVISION FLEET COMMODORE LOCATLON DIVISION FLEET COMMODORE LOCATION DIVISION
1 BiLL Krutl bans Point, CA 2 51 Steven Brano Las vegas, NV 2 101 Richard Johnson wilmington, NC 9
2 Lew/Ramone Stark Auburn, CA 3 52 Tom Turchfarber white Bear Lake, MN 7 102 Joe McFarland Brownsville, TX 6
3 david & Carol Kofanl Long Beach, CA 2 53 BilL Carl Isle of Palms, SC 9 103 Steve Bechtold Sioux Fatls, sp 4
4 Mike Chee San Diego, CA 2 S George Blakeslee Baltimore, MO 1" 104 Paul Stedman Muncie, IN 10 o
5 Dennis Macoonald Clearwater, FL 3 55 penis Ingrim 8aton Rouge, LA 15 105 Mike Holford Boise, ID 4
6 Willian R. Myrter Kaitua, HI 1 56 Pat McNesla westoort, CT 12 106 Debbie Metscher Steamooat Springs,C0 S
H Stan Nagleeston Pasadena, CA 2 57 80b Garland Los Angeles, CA 2 107 Michel Le Calvic Papeete, TAHITL Int'L
8 Valter Tucker Houston, Tx o S8 Mark Melling Clearlake, MI 10 o 108 Dennis Doren Muskegon, MI 10—
9 Dick Stine Sulphury LA 6 59 Louis Griesmer Springfield, MO 7 109 Milton Dinhofer Great Neck, NY 12
10 Larry Stayner Clear Lake, IA 7 60 Michael Simpson Sandusky, OH 10— 110 Jim Frank Victoris, TX 6
1 Jim Cassady Orlando, FL 8 61 Thom Larson Littleton, €0 S m Richard Brew Jacksonville, FL 8
12 Bobby Florence Atlanta, GA 9 62 Joyce Swanson Fresno, CA 3 112 Jarl Malwin venice, FL 8
13 Ralph Weir Spokane, WA 4 63 Guy Lawyer Norman, OK 14 13 Joe Thompson Freeport, G. BAHAMAS Int'l
14 Paul Ulibarri Seattle, WA o 64 Judi Bettes Austin, TX L) 114
15 Bill Johnson Vventura, CA 2 65 Keith LeBroeuf shore Acres, NJ " 1S Tom Hartman Wilmette, IL 10 o=
16 Courtney Moe Anaheim, CA 2 66 Tom Banks Scottsdaie, AZ 2 116 Ike Selig Winter Haven, FfL 8
17 vave M. Hinds Sacramento, CA 3 67 Todd Urban Salt Lake City, UT s 17 Jake Taber Grand Rapids, MI 10—
18 John Medler Ypsilanti, MI 10 wme 68 Larry Hutlock Lora‘n, OH 10 qumn 118 Chuck Raney Tyler, TX 14
19 John/Patti Lefler Ashland, Or 4 69 Doug Histop New Zealand Int't 19 Alfred Colucci Angola, NY 16
20 Michael R. Ettl San Jose, CA 3 0 Mark Ederer Ocean Springs, MS 15 120 Robert Self Panama City, FL 15
21 Ed Montague Modesto, CA 3 n Leany Carey Key West, FL 8 121
22 Patrick McMaster St. Albert, Ald CAN 4 72 James Horswill Portland, OR 4 122 Walter 0'Grady Cabral Fortalexa, BRAZIL 7
2 Joe Bob/Anne Crain ballas, TX 1% 73 Bill Hiller Northfield, NJ " 123 Terry F. Allen St. Louis, MO 10
2% Doug Ruth dcean City, NI 11 4x 124 David Becker Sayville, NY 12
25 Richard Bardelon Talsa, OK 1% 75 Jim Hotst Tamuning, GUAM Int't 125 Roger Bommersbach Lake Poinsett, SD 7
26 Mike Wycoff Indianapotis, IN 10 w— 7% Chance/Jo Gaston Mobile, AL 15 126 Chris Sprague Chesterton, IN 10 mg
27 Greg Trent Wichita, KS 14 7 Jerry Bussey Vail Lake, CA 2 127 Don Bergman Ft. Pierce, FL 8
28 Stephen Latham Natick, MA 12 78% 128 Dan Mallum San Antonio, TX 6
29 Julian Levin Merced, CA 3 79 8ill Hyman Pago, Pago Am. Samoa Int'l 129 Glenn wWithenshaw Thunder Bay, Ont CAN 7
30 Larry Mares Riverside, CA 2 80 Roy Bertolet Daytona, FL 8 130 Brian Machtaler Pemticton, P.C. CAN 4
31 Sheila/Barry Burgess Brookfield, CT 12 81 Ron Bishow Carpenteria, CA 2 131 Jay Collins Oklahoma City, OK 1%
32 John Frazee Virginia Beach, VA 9 82 Les Bibby Ontario, CANADA 10 quew 132 Nei. Carter Tiermure, INDONESIA Int'l
33 Keith Fuller Portland, OR 4 83 Steve Faille Rock Hill, SC 9 133 Carlos Matos San Juan, P. R. 13
34 Walt Philipson North Palm Beach, FL 8 84 Mike/Pamela Hiu Des Moines, IA 7 134 Mark Doyle Memphis, TN 15
35 Rick White Pensacola, FL 15 85 John Schirtzinger Columbus, OH 10 e 135 Bob Buchtman Hewitt, NJ 12
36 Andy Newitt Miami, FL 8 86 Thomas, Ddoud Elmira, NY 16 136 Joel Marcus Niantic, T 12
37 Angelo Zopolos ellinghan, WA 4 87 Deanna Link san Rafael, CA 3 137 Jay sutton denville, NJ "
38 Paul Harvey Nova Scotia, CANADA 12 88 Willian Pawlowski Lake Havasu City, AZ 2 138 Edvardo Villagran Guatemala City Int't
39 Cheryl Hohenhausen Bradenton, FL 8 89 Mike Griffee Mishawaka, IN 10 o= 139+
w0 Joe Kuchenbuch Battle Creek, MI 10 .- 90 Charles Anderson Winnipeg, Man. CAN 7 140 Richard Owen Levittown, PA "
41 Steve Lewis New Orleans, LA 15 91 Andy Stowe Ft. worth, TX 14 1461 Pat 0'Cain Columbia, SC 9
42 Vicky Roche Tampa, FL 8 92 Derek Taylor Huntersville, NC 9 162 Robin/Harry Highstone  Louisville, KY 10 om
43 Joe Sisson Tallahassee, FL 15 93 Lou Gultling Lafayette, LA 15 143 Peter Fraker Islip, NY 12
4 Richard Schulman Ft. Lauderdale, FL 8 b 144 Ric/Margaret Balesky East Lansing, M1 10 pme
45 Susan Merritt Coco Beach, FL 8 95 Paul tarter Bothell, WA 4 145 James F. Burgess Van Buren, Al 1%
4 Murray Davidson Albuquerque, NM 5 96 Newsom Baker Maryville, TN 9 146 Rick Bush Burkburnett, TX i
47 Steve Campbell Cincinnati, OH 10 e 97 Mike Malone Durham, NC 9 147
8 Mike Bone Albuquerque, MM 5 98 Lamont George Clear Lake, Man. CAN 7 148 Mans Weidmann Bangkok, THAILAND — [nt't
49 Tom Creed Clear Lake, MN 7 99 Peter Colby Corpus Christi, TX 6 149 Michele McManus Blue Springs, MO 7
50 Sean Tracy Ft. Collins, €O B 100 Ray Vallecillo Salterpath, NC 9 150 Dave Sarvis Orilla, Ont. CANADA 16
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