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16 WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS 


GDESSERT 
WITH K,I,NG NEPTUNE 

"When the world comes to your neighborhood, you can't 
let them steal the pie from your own backyard." So it went 
at the first Hobie 16 World Championships in Hawaii. 
Locals Dean Froome (as quoted above) and John Driscoll 
swept the event with full power-on sailing in some of the 
most radical weather a lot of the competitors had ever 
encountered ... 
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16 WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS 


Headquarters for competition - the Outrigger Canoe Club. 
by beth parker 

It all started on Monday, Novem­
ber I st. The initial two days of com­
petition were devoted to qualifying 
races for those teams yet to earn 
their spot to compete in the final 
event. Fifty-one entries came from 
all over the world already pre­
qualified, leaving open another 33 
slots to unqualified skippers. A total 
of 77 teams were on hand to race 
during those first two days in hopes 
of filling one of the remaining 
chances at the title. 

Two races were staged on M on­
day, "kona" conditions prevailed, 
with the wind blowing from the south 
at 5 to 10 knots. The third through 
sixth races of the qualifying series 
were run on Tuesday, with wind 
increasing through the day from 5 to 
15 knots, steady from the west. 
Total points were tallied for the 
entire six race series to determine 
the qualifiers . 

HOTLINEI JAN·FEB 1977 

Dean Froome, skipper of the 
16 World Champion team. 

Johnny Driscoll, World 
Champion team crew, after 

the fight. 

Wednesday, the first day of cham­
pionship racing, was dramatic. 
Eighty-four teams would compete 
through Friday (each team racing 
twice per day) for the final cut. Wind 
for the first two races was a stiff 18 
to 20 knots, increasing for the third 
and fourth races to small craft warn­
ing intensity of 25 knots with gusts 
over 30 knots . These last two races 
proved to be almost too Challenging, 
boats flipped at every mark, sails 
were damaged, and it took plain 
strength and courage just to finish. 
The third race turned into a matter 
of survival as one ofthe teams turned 
turtle and crew member Steve Craw­
ford was nearly drowned when trap­
ped by his trapeze wire, tangled 
around his ankle and holding him 
two feet under water. Only quick 
thinking on the part of Crawford's 
skipper, Keith Logan, who dove 
under giving Crawford breaths of 
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"What do you mean, a sharp left?" 

air as he hung trapped under the 
boat, and the unselfish abandon­
ment of their own race position by 
Russ Eddington and Jim Black of 
California, who shot across the 
course to render assistance, was 
Steve's life saved. Altogether 17 
boats did not finish in the four races 
of the day. 

The Hawaiian winds continued 
to batter the Hobie sailors on Thurs­
day. Ranging from 20 to 25 knots, 
with gusts to 35 knots, the forceful 
winds persisted as the major factor 
in the competition. Boat repair on 
the beach between races was a mad 
scramble. Many boats flipped in 
each race, sometimes only to go over 

Dad and Paula Alter, neck­

and-neck with Dick Beauchamp 


and leff Alter ... 

Alters all over the place. 


PHOTOS BY JAKE GRUBB 
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16 WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS 

again after being righted. Undaunted 
but unbelievably tired, the crews 
continued to race. 

Hobie Alter chose to sail one race 
without a jib, and almost 25% of the 
boats in the last race sailed with 
reefed mains, to reduce the power of 
the sail. Competition was keen, the 
challenge served only to knit the 
international contestants closer to­
gether as they shared strategy and 
reports on the beach between their 
struggles on the water. 

The top five teams to watch for 
were becoming apparent. As of 
Thursday night, they were Froome 
and Driscoll of Hawaii, Loufek and 
Canepa of California , Hutchings 
and Lynn of Hawaii, and two Aus­
tralian team s- Horsley / Forbes, 
and Bray/ Joyce . 

The gods relented and competition 
continued on Friday under much less 
severe conditions. Winds ranged 
from 5 to 20 knots, considerably 
more gentle than during the week 
but still blowing inconsistently with 
devastating gusts. The scheduled 
four races were held , series scores 
for each team were compiled from 
the skippers' best five races , and the 
top half of the field , 42 teams, were 
announced at a banquet at the Kai­
mana Hotel. These final 42 teams 
would race twice on Saturday to 
determine the World Champion 
Hobie 16 skipper and crew. 

Dino and J.D. (that's Froome and 
Driscoll) took a third in their first 
race of the day and put in a 27th 
place in their last race , which would 
obviously be counted as their throw­
away. Three other Hawaiian teams 
moved into the top five positions 
overall , relishing the familiar condi­
tions which other skippers were 
finding so strenuous. "Whiz Kid" 
Loufek and "Goat Horns" Canepa 
stood in the top five as the lone Cali­
fornians. The Australian teams con-

A gaggle of Hobies as seen by 
the flying creatures above. 

The Japanese representatives 
and their interpreter. From left 

to right: Guenter Barthel, 
Nishihara, Tanaka, Yazawa, 

Takahaski, Sa to, Sueyoshi. 
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Jerry King, Cappy Sheeley, and Dave Allaire. 

Herb Andresen, Commodore 
of Hawaii Fleet 6, who headed 
up all organization in Hawaii. 

The ultimate in T-shirts, worn 
by Burgaud and Antibois of 
Tahiti, 32nd place team. 

tinued to place consistently and the 
day's milder events brought on some 
new faces as the leaders in each race, 
including: the Tahitian team of 
Gerald Sachet and Heneri Lucas; 
the Puerto Rican team of Ronnie 
Ramos and Eugene Balzac, the 
South African team of Gordon 
Monsen and Andrew Wilson, and 
five Californian teams-Russ 
Eddington and Jim Black, Rich 
Eddington and Brian Lewis, Wayne 
Schafer and Mike Holmes, Randy 
Hatfield and Kim Jacob, and Bob 
and Jana Seaman. 

Between races and after-hours, 
everyone luxuriated within the plush 
and hospitable embrace of the Out­
rigger Canoe Club. The setting was 
tropically perfect and the food and 
service were impeccable. Helpful in 
every way, their staff proved to be 
such an asset that we are forever 
spoiled-"mahalo" to Norm Riede, 
Dave Hoffman, Bob Costa, Fran 
Pearson and their numerous assis­
tants . 

The tension and excitement were 
evident Saturday morning. Racers 
were absorbed in concentration. 
Crowds lined all the beaches of Wai­
kiki to watch the Hobie Cats pound 

David Bray and Ray Joyce of 

Australia placed 21st overall. 
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Thefamous Diamond Readpeak 
looming over the Robies infront 
of the Outrigger Canoe Club. 

through the surf. Each capsize was 
greeted with collective oohhs and 
aahhs from the shore, most everyone 
carried a score sheet and kept track 
of their favorite sailors, and some 
of the Hobie sailing lingo was creep­
ing into conversations along the 
beach among the "fans" that had 
followed the competition daily. 

Arithmetic showed that several of 
the top skippers were still in con­
tention for the title . The races were 
the longest so far, and the lead boats 
changed on every leg of the course. 
Not until the first boats crossed the 
finish line of the final race was it 
evident that Froome and Driscoll 
had won the event with near perfect 
sailing, remarkable endurance, and 
their own style of "hooting and 
hollering" through the courses. 

They edged out Richard Loufek and 
Jeff Canepa of California by a scant 
2Y4 points overall. 

The top fifteen Hobie 16 teams 
in the world include six Hawaiian 
teams, five Californians, three Aus­
tralians, and a Puerto Rican team. 
The competition was intense, the 
conditions unforgiving, and the 
laurels well earned . 

For now, it is "pau", until next 
year when the best will again chal­
lenge each other and the elements­
for possession of the pie. 

WEDNESDA Y, NOVEMBER 3rd: 
TOP 5 FINISHERS IN THE 
FOUR RACES OF THE DAY 

SKIPPER CREW 

Race 1 

Cappy Sheeley Dede Beauchamp 
Dean Froome John Driscoll 
Wayne Schafer Mike Holmes 
H. Hutchings Howard Lynn 
Jerry King Pat Love 

Race 2 

David Bray Ray Joyce 
Rick Naish Jeff Faulkner 
G. Horsley B. Forbes 
Dryland Thomas 
Bob Seaman Jana Seaman 

Race 3 

Jerry King Pat Love 
Danny Gale Doug Polsey 
Jack Sammons Phil Berman 
Sykes Kreibig 
Herb And resen Albin Lemquist 

Race 4 

Dean Froome John Driscoll 
Richard Loufek Jeff Canepa 
Rich Naish Jeff Faulkner 
Rick Eddington Brian Lewis 
Ron Gross Debbie Gross 

THURSDA Y, NOVEMBER 4th: 
TOP 5 TEAMS IN EACH OF THE 
FOUR RACES OF THE DAY 

Race 5 

Danny Gale Doug Polsey 
Rick Naish Jeff Faulkner 
Richard Loufek Jeff Canepa 
Keith Baxter Mike Malek 
Cappy Sheeley Dede Beauchamp 
Race 6 

Dean Froome John Driscoll 
Danny Nielson Jeff Hamilton 
Herb Andresen Albin Lemquist 
H. Hutchings Howard Lynn 
John Wilshire Jon Horsley 

Race 7 

John Wilshire Jon Horsley 
Richard Loufek Jeff Canepa 
Bret Dryland Kim Thomas 
David Bray Ray Joyce 
Geoff Horsley Bob Forbes 

Race 8 

Dean Froome John Driscoll 
Danny Gale Doug Polsey 
Jerry King Pat Love 
H. Hutchings Howard Lynn 
Keith Baxter Mike Malek 

FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 5th: 
TOP 5 TEAMS IN EACH OF THE 
FOUR RACES OF THE DA Y 

Race 9 

H. Hutchings 
Herb And resen 
Dean Froome 
Russ Eddington 
Rick Eddington 

Race 10 

Howard Lynn 
Albin Lemquist 
John Driscoll 
Jim Black 
Brian Lewis 

Jerry King Pat Love 
Richard Loufek Jeff Canepa 
Gerald Sachet Heneri Lucas 
Danny Gale Doug Polsey 
Rick Naish Jeff Faulkner 

Race 11 

Jerry King 
Ronnie Ramos 
Wayne Schafer 
Woody Cox 
Keith Baxter 

Race 12 

Pat Love 
Eugene Balzac 
Mike Holmes 
Lewie Wake 
Mike Malek 

H. Hutchings Howard Lynn 
Bob Seaman Jana Seaman 

PHOTOS BY JAKE GRUBB 

Doug Campbell, president of 
Coast Cat, waving from the 
Committee Boat, Nauti- Gal 
skippered and owned by 
Rudy Buchanan. 
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Richard Loufek Jeff Canepa 

Randy Hatfield Kim Jacob 
 HOBIE 16' WORLD CHAMPIONSHIPS 
Gordon Monsen Andrew Wilson HONOLULU, HAWAII - NOVEMBER 1-6,1976 

SATURDA Y, NOVEMBER 6th: 
POSI- TOTALRESULTS OF THE TWO FINAL 
TION TEAM COUNTRY FINALS POINTS 

RACES OF THE DAY 
I. Dean Froomel John Driscoll Hawaii 2 -x ~ 34 (27) 12'/. 
2. Richard Loufek / Jeff Ca nepa California (8) 232 3 '4 Y, 13 'h
Race I 

3. Harold HUlchingsl Howard Lynn Hawaii 4 644 '4 '4 (31) 3 22'h 


Richard Loufek Jeff Canepa 
 4. Jerry Kingl Pat Love California l Hawaii 5 11 '4 (15) 3 '4 Y. 5 5 31\1. 

5. Rick Naish l Jeff Faulkner Hawaii 2 3 2 6\1. 5 13 4 (24) 35 \1.
Ronnie Ramos Eugene Balzac 
6. Keith Baxter/ Mike Malek Hawaii 6 ( II ) 4 5 6 5 10 4 40 


Dean Froome John Driscoll 7, Danny Gale / Doug Posley Hawaii (16) 2 '4 2 4 10 7 15 40'4 

Rick Naish Jeff Faulkner 
 8, Herb Andresen/ AI Lemquist Hawaii 10 5 3 7 2 (22) 12 17 56 


9. Geoff Horsley/ Bob Forbes Australia 3 7 10 5 21 7 6 (25) 59
Jerry King Pat Love 
10. Bill Sykes/ Lynn Kreibig Australia 8 4 6 15 9 (20) 9 9 60 


Geoff Horsley Bob Forbes II. Denny Nielson / Jeff Hamilton California II 18 2 10 7 (23) 8 6 62 

Russ Eddington Jim Black 
 12. Russ EddingtoniJim Black California 14 II 6 (16) 4 14 7 10 66 


13, Bret Dryland l Kim Thomas Australia 4 10 19 3 8 7 16 (32) 67
Denny Nielson Jeff Hamilton 14. Ron Ramos/ Eugene Balzac Puerto Rico 12 14 (29) 6 22 2 2 II 69 

Bill Sykes Lyn Kreibig 15 . SteveLeo! MilesWood California 7 8 7 8 II 8 22 (36) 71 


16. Gerald Sachet / Heneri Lucas Tahiti 9 14 9 17 3 (21) 14 14 80
Keith Baxter Mike Malek 
17. Cappy Sheeiey; Dee Dee Beauchamp Hawaii / Califomia '4 9 5 7 10 (31) 18 29 80v. 


Race 2 
 18. Wayne Schafer! Mike Holmes Californial Hawaii 3 8 9 17 14 3 (36) 27 8 1 

19. Andy Lopez/ Larry Stanley Hawaii 18 6 8 13 17 8 13 (41) 83
Richard Loufek Jeff Canepa 20, Jack Sammons / Phil Berman California 17 3 15 18 19 6 15 (20) 93 


Dean Froome John Driscoll 
 21. Da vid Bra yt Ra y Joyce Australia '4 7 16 4 21 24 (41) 21 93'4 

22. Bob Seamanilana Seaman California 5 29 (33) . 13 8 2 16 31 104
H. Hutchings Howard Lynn 
23. Tom Wickenhauser/ Keith Baxter Mike Malek Judy Wick en hauser Florida / Hawaii 7 9 14 12 18 25 (28) 20 105


Jerry King Pat Love 24. Woody Coxl Lewie Wake Hawaii 21 25 9 23 6 4 (27) 18 106 

Denny Nielson Jeff Hamilton 
 25. Peter Collard/ Barry Wrankmore South Africa (33) 15 13 19 10 12 25 12 106 


26, Rick Eddington/ Brian Lewis California 14 4 24 (37) 5 16 19 26 108
Graham Bambery David Allaire 
27, Randy Hatfield / Kim Jacob California 18 12 12 8 16 4 (39) 28 109


Dorence Salmon Gordon Knight 28. John Dinsdalel Bemed Ollenshlager Germany 13 15 20 9 15 20 18 (34) 110 

Bill Sykes Lyn Kreibig 
 29. Ron Grossi Debbie Gross California 9 5 14 12 22 (38) 37 110 


30, Hobie Alter t Paula Alter California 6 21 (30) 14 25" 15 II 19 III
Russ Eddington Jim Black 
31 Graham Bamberyl David Allaire N. Zealand / Hawaii 19 17 II 6 (35) 30 21 7 III 

32. Alan Burgaud / Phillip Antibois Tahiti 23 12 7 12 (31) 28 17 13 112 

33. John Wilshirel Jon Hor.;ley Australia (31) 13 5 '4 12 27 30 30 117'/. 

34 . Dave Lungt Mike Lung Hawaii 24 13 II II 12 24 24 (4 1) 119 

35. Gordon Monsen / Andrew Wilson South Africa 13 24 10 16 20 5 33 (35) 121 

36. Ted Wilsont Warwick Rooklyn Hawaii / Australia II 26 16 8 25 19 (35) 16 121 

37, Dorence Salmon / Gordon Knight Tahiti 23 II 25 18 (36) 18 23 8 126 

38. Graham YoungiJan Yo ung Australia 10 29 18 25 19 9 26 (39) 136 

39, Uwe Martens/ Frank Lindemann Germany 17 36 8 22 15 6 (37) 33 137 

40, Tim Hankins / Mary Nut! Puerto Rico 22 27 35 14 14 9 20 (40) 141 

41. Chet Smitht Sharo~ Smith Florida 17 (31 ) 17 26 18 17 29 23 141 

42. Graham Wood / Don Wood Australia 29 10 12 23 16 26 34 (38) 150 

43. Sterling/ Eblen New Jersey 36 27 J3 19 7 34 100 

44. Crane/ Bradley Hawaii 25 17 17 9 34 35 102 

45 . Laubser/ Ferry South Africa 44 20 21 34 9 15 109 

46 . Petaja / Petaja California 21 31 36 26 17 14 109 

47 , Goo/ Goo Hawaii 28 35 20 21 24 16 109 

48, Ca rterl King England 31 32 19 II 27 25 113 

49 . 0 , Bea uchamp! Beauchamp California 40 22 26 32 26 II 117 

SO . J . Beauchamp/ Beauchamp California 27 22 22 31 24 23 118


Many thank-yous are in order­51 . Warrum / Lowry California 22 37 18 24 28 29 121 

starting from the beginning with Pan 52. Kelder/ de Boer Amsterdaam 29 20 21 22 29 j9 121 

Am A irlines who got us all there in 53, Skacel! Plaga Germany 19 16 22 36 31 28 122 


54. Anderson / Anderson Hawaii 27 36 25 24 13 33 122 

55, Heil bronn ; Schuitema Amsterdaam 15 23 26 27 39 32 123 


the midst of the strike confusion and 
carried our Special Edilion HOI Line 

56, Heron / Vanderpyl Guam 16 30 27 29 30 21 123

Worlds Program on all their jlighls; 57, Cox / Brenny California 25 24 38 41 23 13 123 

Patrick Hogan and Laura of Studio 58. Mclntosh /G rinham w, Australia 24 25 23 10 32 34 124 

Ci/l' Travel, who juggle Ihe endless 
 59, Baker/ Jarrett Washington 20 35 23 2 1 26 37 125 


60, Westphal; Westphal Holland 39 19 32 30 13 27 133
logistics of Iransporting and lodging 
61. Ryan/ Le Buse Hawaii 33 37 30 31 23 18 135
swarms of Hobie enthusiasls; Ihe 
62. Aylward/ Aylward Thailand 37 36 33 27 29 12 137


Kaimana and Diamond Head Beach 63, Dri ps/Tam umng Guam 34 34 31 28 37 II 138 

HOieis for bearing up under the mas­64 . Turner/ Martin Washington 41 26 31 30 42 10 139 

sive invasion, COl1linen tal Airlinesfor 65. Sato/ Sueyoshi Japan 26 33 37 32 32 17 140 


66, Muskens Geneva Switzerland 30 28 24 28 35 32 142
sponsoring our champagne partl·; 
67. Phillips McFauli Hawaii 26 30 37 33 22 31 142
Herb Andresen and his Hav.aiianjleel 
68. Pohlman , Engleman Germany 37 23 29 15 39 38 142
for Iheir mil/ions ofefforts in all areas 
69. Olson / Olson California 30 28 33 32 20 36 143 


ofrunninf: the compelilion ; Ihree ladies 70 . B. Beauchamp/ Beauchamp California 20 16 38 37 36 39 147 

0/ endless humor and dedicalion­71 Mvrter / Wheelon Ca lifornia 32 36 36 25 39 19 148 


72, Tanaka / Nishihara Japan 32 20 34 32 3 1 36 149
Heather, Sindri, and Connie, who 
73, Chandler/ Chandler Thailand 40 33 32 32 30 26 153 

74 , Takahaski / Yazawa Japan 44 18 34 37 27 30 153 


handled all Ihe scoring; McWame 
Marine for their supph of officials' 

75 , Cooke / Osier California 40 36 36 20 39 29 160

boals. drivers and more, and 10 Lau 76 , Hall ; Thomson Connecticut 42 19 38 35 33 38 163 

Murillo who kepI making new hoars 77 , McGuire; Lynn American Samoa 38 32 35 27 37 40 165 


78 , Jaworski/ Long Canada 35 36 42 41 28 33 173
OUI of all the pieces Ihe racers kepI 
79 , Orf; Banuelos California 38 37 38 29 34 35 173
bringing back in. A 150 due credil and 
80. Churchill/ Churchill Ca Iifornia 12 31 42 41 42 42 174
Ihanks 10 Carol Hogan for her contri­
81. Logan/ Crawford Australia 15 37 42 43 41 42 177 


hUlion 10 this SlOrr andfor Ihe plaque 82 , Atwood! Cohee Ca lifornia 42 34 38 32 42 42 188 

hanf:ing on ml ' office .1'011. And 10 
 83 . Palmiter! Palmiter California 35 36 42 43 42 196 


84. Myhre l Uyemura Hawaii 36 42 "
Duke-much f:ralilude for his pholo 
hoal and hours ofdrivinf: which made 
mas/ of these piCtures possihle. x... 
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total power without trying to point, 
and they'd pull away again. 

THURSDAY'IEF: 16 WORLDS 
On Thursday we were in the first 

ATECHNICAL 

NARRATIVE 


BY Richard Loufek 

... so much for atmosphere. There is a mental trip existing amidst 
all the flurry and color. Competitors' thoughts and strategies are 
a story of their own. I sat down with Richard Loufek, 16 skipper 
number two in the Worlds, and let him unwind the competition 
all over again from the technical point of view. I kept my writer's 
instinct caged, no adjectives or metaphors added, wrote furiously 
and listened-with great respect I might add, to a racer's mind. 
Here it is ... the straight stuff. 

WEDNESDAY 

We were in the first race on 
Wednesday, it's a little blurry in my 
mind because it was our worst race, 
an eighth, and I've repressed it. Jeff 
and I (that's Jeff Canepa, another 
top skipper with laurels galore that 
teamed up with Richard for the first 
time at the Worlds ... ed .) were going 
through the newlywed pangs, getting 
used to each other, settling on pro­
cedures, working things out. Wejust 
couldn't get much boat speed going, 
on top of a crummy start . The first 
race jitters, I guess .. . but it got us 
going and started us thinking. The 
eighth scared us and we were deter­
mined to make it our throwaway 
which is a long haul when you have 
five more races to go before the 
finals. 

Watching the third race got us 
braced for the fourth. It was unbe­
lievably puffy , the wind was strong 
which we thought we could handle 
but the shifts and gusts took a lot of 
studying. The wind calmed a little at 
the start of the fourth race, same 
course was set-lB. We got a power­
ful, aggressive start at the weather 
end of the line, which was definitely 
favored , as it was in most races. We 
got a good start and immediately put 
together a plan that continued to 
work for us all through the week. 
Most people traveled out 15-18 inch­

12 HOTLINE/ JAN-FEB 1977 

es on the average. We decided to go 
for a lot of pointing ability and only 
traveled out 8 or 9 inches. You just 
couldn't get total boat speed all the 
time and still control the boat, power 
was always available-the wind was 
brisk. You could watch the wind 
coming and you needed a lot of sheet 
for dead spots. We kept the main 
sheeted fairly tight for pointing to 
weather and kept the jib loose. Essen­
tially our boat became a uni-rig. we 
often let thejib luff to the point where 
we were hardly using it. In a puff, 
we'd let the jib go or half-sheet it, 
then it could backwind which was 
okay because it realJy wasn't being 
used as sail area. I n twenty knots, 
we'd use all of the jib. At 25 knots 
we'd let it twist and at 30, just let it 
ride until the next lull. Jeff was pull­
ing it in and out every second. We'd 
cruise next to other boats and when 
a puff would hit that upped the wind 
10 to 15 knots, they would let out 
their main , I'd keep ours in tight and 
loosen the jib. They'd falloff about 
5 degrees and we'd come up 5 degrees 
and move ahead. It was working 
beautifully. The others would spill 
wind when they let the main out and 
lose 10 to 15 seconds on us . 

We could catch up to Dino and 
J .D. on the puffs, but they went all 
out for total boat speed all the time, 
they had the weight to go for it with 

race of the day, the fifth overall. The 
course was 2B. You always had the 
advantage starting at the weather 
buoy; you were closer to the wind 
and all the wind shifts-you got 
everything first, all those further 
down the line got less of everything. 
We decided right there to go for all 
weather buoy starts . 

We didn't get our best start. We 
were the second boat behind and 
moving with about 8 knots of wind. 
A puff hit almost instantly after the 
start and in five seconds it was blow­
ing 35 knots. King and Love were 
directly ahead of us with Lopez to 
leeward. King rounded up to weather 
and stalled out, or slowed I guess, 
from the speeds we were moving 
everything slower seemed like it was 
standing still. Andy flew a hull which 
moved him back. We cut the jib, 
sheeted the main as tight as possible 
and I held the rudder hard as we ac­
celerated forward ... paid out a little 
of the main and shot forward , within 
20 seconds we were 25 to 30 yards 
ahead of everyone. 

The wind died to 25 or 30 with 
lulls , the puffs leveled off a bit. Lots 
of conversation, little movement of 
traveler and lots of fiddling with the 
jib. We used lots of twist in the main. 
We rounded the weather mark in 4th 
or 5tho 

Oh yeah, before the race started, 
we'd sail around the starting area 
and rake the mast. Jeff would pull 
the pins and rake her right there. We 
would go to weather to check if I 
could sheet as far as I wanted and if 
not, Jeff went at it. A beach check 
is never quite the same as when you 
get out in the water and actually 
try it. 

We found a good way to get into 
the top five boats at the weather 
mark was to start at the weather end 
or close to it and watch for the winds 
coming off the beach as you neared 
the lay line (the beach was close and 
the water flat at that point). Puffs 
came at two to three min ute intervals 
and once you were within 100 yards 
of the lay line, you needed to tack 
with the new wind when it hit. It was 



a bit of a gamble but worked every 
time, others were sailing out of the 
puffs waiting for one at the lay line 
and never getting it. I think that first 
weather leg is the most important 
one in a race, if you have a bad one 
you can be a quarter mile behind 
after a half mile beat. 

Then it was downwind to L buoy. 
It's possible to gain 200 yards on the 
fleet on that leg, or lose 300 yards . 
We had jibed around B buoy as 
quickly as possible, playing it low. 
If you reached a lot, you could sail 
out of the wind quickly in 30 to 45 
seconds. We stayed in as long as pos­
sible and if we felt we were sailing out 
of it-we'd jibe back into it, staying 
in the puffs . In that race, the boats 
closest to the beach were catching 
the puffs first. When we got stuck 
and didn't have the right to jibe , we 
found it best to almost stop the boat 

Loufek and Canepa punching 
through the surf at 
Diamond Head. 

and wait for a clearing. If you sailed 
even 50 yards past the mark, it could 
cost you several boats. 

We'd been watching the races from 
above , on the top floors of the local 
hotels , and observed that the wind 
lightened by C mark. It was a long 
beam reach with light spots of 8 to 
10 knots. You had to watch for the 
heavy spots though and not be re­
laxed with the lulls. Control­
always. We couldn't drop real low 
or reach too high, the wind died close 
to the beach. The top boats had 
figured this out, but some others 
were sailing right into trouble. Cappy 
flipped at the mark right when we 
were neck and neck with him . He 
was righted in thirty seconds at the 
most and still finished fifth. 

Our final leg was unorganized . I 
was having steerage problems, both 
rudders would simultaneously cavi­
tate. The seas were large with not 
much swell but there was a large chop 
abeam, smashing and washing over 
us constantly. We were under water 
a lot. 

The seventh race was our next. 
Same as the fifth only shorter. Lots 
of reaches . We rounded the weather 
mark in fifth, hit a puff as we were 
rounding and flipped 50 feet beyond'. 
We were up in 20 seconds, even with 
the mast pointing downwind , and 
both back on the boat less than 45 
seconds later. We had slipped to 
seventh. Then we started another of 
our "tricks" which worked several 
times for us. We sailed 150 yards on 
a beam reach for the mark, hit the 
next puff and jibed (the lead boa ts 
were far ahead). We ran out with the 
wind, carrying it well out a quarter 
mile and jibed back way outside-so 
our beam reach was in more consis­
tent air and closer to the wind. We 
rounded the mark in third, having 
pulled up two to three hundred 
yards.. . we were back in the ball 
game! We were organized on the 
reaches and feeling good. You had 
to hold all the lines continually or 
they washed overboard. We rounded 
the last buoy (L) in second place. 
Hot to catch first.. . 
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We were only fifty feet back and 

hungry. I sheeted inand it went block 
to block with no pressure . We had 
to overpower the first boat to win 
but we weren't getting it. The mast 
was bending 4 to 5 feet , the leech 
opened up and twisted off, the mast 
rotated at least 110 degrees. We 
couldn't do anything but close reach 
with no power (talk about getting 
stuck with only first gear) and almost 
lost our second . 

FRIDAY 

We started out Friday in the 10th 
race with a course of 3B. Got a fairly 
good start and used our, by then, 
standard "how to get to weather 
mark in good shape bit" and it re­
sulted in about a sixth. We were 
blowing it downwind, just not very 
hot sailing and dropped to about 
twelveth. Sailing the middle of the 
course just didn't pay, closer to the 
beach and outside were both better. 
The fleet was close too. We had 
watched the boats at Diamond Head 
and decided to stay high and pinch 
but still keep the boat speed up. We 
rounded wide around a group of 
boats, then reached off for 20 or 30 
seconds and tried to pinch up. We 
stayed way above the lay line-at 
least 10 degrees. The shifts and puffs 
started to hit us, we could crack off 
and reach past the other boats. The 
wind was wrapping around Dia­
mond Head and we had the advan­
tage being high. We rounded in third, 
just a short spurt behind first. Head­
ing down on the reach, we pulled into 
first right off the Outrigger Canoe 
Club. Still playing it far outside, we 
had our eyes on King who was really 
giving us a run for it. Jerry's main­
sheet went overboard, then ours was 
washed over too. We jockeyed the 
lead back and forth with him . At 
Wreck buoy, we passed him again 
by jibing high, coming up and driv­
ing over. We had 25 yards on him at 
L mark. The wind had lightened to 
6 or 7 knots. Jerry tacked first , 
caught a puff and flew a hull right 
over the finish line in great style. We 
tacked late and came in right behind 
him. It hurt, we'd wanted that first. 

Richard Loufek and Jeff Canepa 
in style. 
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I don't even remember the 12th 
race that day, the course was I Band 
the air lighter. We came up with a 
third but it couldn't have been too 
exciting. 

SATURDAY 

The atmosphere was pretty tense 
on Saturday. A lot of concentration 
going on everywhere. Course was 3B 
twice around, that meant Diamond 
Head twice; the Race Committee 
obviously wanted to see some racing. 
It was a fairly standard race. After 
rounding Band L, we played it high 
to Diamond Head and lost some 
distance but not any boats; it didn't 
payoff. So we played it low back to 
Wreck buoy and passed a few of the 
leaders. The wind lightened as we 
approached Wand we were high to 
weather; we caught the puff first 
and strongest, rounded the buoy in 
first and raced off on a reach. We 
just held it from there and kept our 
fi rst. 

Back on the beach we did the 
necessary arithmetic and figured 
we needed three places on Dino and 
J.D. in the last race to take the over­
all championship. If we got first and 
he only a fourth, we had it. But we 
could get first with him close behind 
and it wouldn't be enough. It's frus­
trating when a first might not be 
good enough. 

The last race started with light 
wind, 20 knots at the most, with long 
lulls of only 5 or so. We rounded 
the first buoy in fourth and the race 
proceeded rather dully, as a matter 
of fact. Back to weather was just as 
uninspiring. We headed out on a 
reach for W, kind of playing along 
the way, then back to L on a reach. 
We were still in the same position, 
or maybe third, I don't think anyone 
was really excited at that point. 

And then Hawaii pulled through 
and all of a sudden on the way back 
to B, going to weather, all the radical 
shifts started to hit. We'd be trapez­
ing at 15 knots, the wind would die 
and then be back at a new angle 15 
degrees different. We tacked on every 
shift, about three-quarters of them 
were beneficial, if they started to 
look bad we'd pull out. We rounded 
the weather mark in second next to 
Hutchings. A huge puff of at least 35 
knots hit within 50 feet. At least 8 to 

10 boats went over. We were running 
dead downwind, not wing and wing, 
sheeted out with the main twisting 
around the shrouds. We both stayed 
as far aft as possible without trap­
ping. We took the next puff to lee­
ward mark, jibed twice-dead down­
wind to almost dead downwind. 
Then round L and back to weather 
with Hutchings still ahead. We sailed 
out of the wind in about 30 seconds 
with a 300-400 yard lead on the 

others. It got light and shifty, 5 to 15 
knots or so, double trapping to none. 
We were running close to Hutch, 25 
yards to weather and 25 yards back, 
when he tacked before the lay line. 
We went on at least 50 yards past him 
and tacked on the first new wind. 
Then we were among all the other 
boats (we were two marks ahead) 
on port having to watch for star­
board and we lost sight of Hutch. 
After rounding B on the way to W, 

Diamond Head buoy-the 
"hairiest" part of the course. 

COl! 

OlE 	 THE RACf COMMITIEE Will POST EITHER 
AN A OR B FOR COURSES 1 THRU 7 TO 
ANNOUNCfTHEWEATHERMARK, 

c
• 

L START 
AREA 

1, 5 A / B L A l B W L F 
2. 5 A l B L A l B C L F 

3 5 A / B L D W L F 

4. 5 A!O C L D W L F 

5 A /B L A '- B L F 

6, 5 A / B W L F 

7, S A /S L A;o C L A l B L F 


8 SD L DWLF 

9 SDW L F 

1~ S C L AC A F 

R RE V ERSE COURSE 

11 TWI CE AROUND 
 o. 
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16 WORLD NARRATIVE 
we could see we were in first with a 
300 yard lead. We played it low, ran 
down in the light (5 to 10 knot) winds 
and stayed fairly close to the rhumb 
line. All we had left to do was the 
sailing, keeping it conservative. We 
jibed and the wind picked up at 
Wreck buoy. We reached to L in 
wind around 15 knots, and headed 
for the finish to weather. Sit tight 
and thinking, it was no time for a 
flip. You kind of threaten the boat 
in your mind to ensure that it won't 
break anywhere when its crucial. We 
crossed the line first , with a good 
lead, glancing over our shoulders 
the whole way to see where Dino 
and J .D. would be. Hutch crabbed 
out, pinching too high. Dean drove 
to weather fast and sped across in 
second. So much for that. 

Overall, the obvious major factor 
was the shifty, heavy weather-it 
was just plain radical. I really think 
you had to have sailed there before 
to have the advantage. I had and so 
had King, and obviously the locals 

Some of the common sideways 
scenes. 

had. You needed that extra knowl­
edge to handle the inconsistencies. 
The wind channels in Hawaii are 
totally different than anywhere else 
I've sailed; you need to stay in them 
as long as possible and it's hard to 

do when you don't know where they 
are going. And I think that our 
technique with the jib, letting it luff 
in the strong weather, keeping the 
main sheeted in to point was a dif­
ferent strategy that helped us. 

Dino and J.D. took the champion­
ship. We wanted it and we didn't get 
it , that's all there is . ..Ji::... 

Insulated Cool Cat easily holds two six packs, food and ice, and 
keeps them cold for hours (20 can maximum Cool Cat capacity). 
12" x 12" x 6" Deep 

• Cool Cat snaps securely to trampoline . 
• Zipper keeps Cool Cat closed - Contents will not 

spill out when zipper is open . 
• Two side handles make Cool Cat easy to carry . 
• Cool Cat floats . 
• Top qualit.,.., mildew resistant, nylon duck, webbing 

and insulation throughout. 

With U.S. approved throwable device. 
15" x 15" x 3" deep insulated cooler compartment 
keeps beer cold, or clothes dry. Two snaps hold 
Cool Cat 1/ on trampoline. -I 

• Detachable zipper pocket holds tools, parts, 

Dealer inquiries invited 

$4995 
EACH 

5" x 12" zippered pouch 
• Water repellent, nylon duck pouch 
• Holds keys, wallet, a can of beer, etc. 
• Snaps securely to trampoline 

$550 
EACH 
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HCCA FLEET ORGANIZATION 

AS OF NOVEMBER 30, 1976 

FLEET FLEETFLEET 
COMMODORE LOCATION DIVISION 

Dana Pom t. CA 
i\ t'w J.Uu'! l-:k ach . CA 
Long BeHr: l1 . CA 
ScJ n Dil'~o , CilHfo rni i! 
CleA r wtt ler . Flo r ida 
Kn n o he. HiHvai i 
S unla nd . Cu lifn rn ia 

COMMODORE LO CATION DIVISION 

Thomas Bra nso n Lahaina. M au i. HI 154 

Mr . B. Burga od Pape, le . T a bi li 155 

Pele r McGenn ls Buffa lo . New York ·12 157 

KlA US Don ne r s l . ~ l.onR Isla nd . I' Y 12 158 

Jer ry Higni te Vi<:;tD r ia. T exa s 6 159 

T err\' A nderson lacbonv llle. f lo r ida 8 )60 
8 . 111.' la yes O ld G reenwich . CT 12 161 

T hom.s Beck MII\\ aukee. WI 10 162 

Ro be rl Vlck Winter Ha ve n. I'L 8 163 

Bar rv Hevde nberk G rand Ra pids . M I 7 164 

OBV; Rieder Leesbu rg. Ind iana JO 165 

Mike S hinners Burra lo . New Yurk 12 166 

La rry \oIeN,rney Panama Cli y. I'luroda 8 167 

Wa ll er O 'Grod v Cabra l Brazil 168 


106 

107 

loa 

109 

110 

11 I 

112 

113 

1 10 

117 

11 8 

119 

120 

122 

123 

125 

126 

127 

'128 

13 1 

132 

IJJ 

134 

1'35 

136 

13i 

138 

1:19 

HO 

1 ~ I 

1.; 3 

IH 

H~ 
14[; 
Hi 
I.J B 
14 

150 

151 

15 l 
15 


A lbi n Brands t 11er Rich land. \VA 4 


10 


II 

12 

n 
14 

15 

17 

18 

19 

20 

2 1 

23 

26 

27 

28 

30 

31 

32 

33 

34 

35 

36 

37 

38 

39 

40 

41 

42 

43 

44 

45 

46 

47 

48 

49 

51 

52 

53 

54 

56 

57 

58 

60 

61 

62 

63 

64 

65 

66 

67 

68 

69 

71 

72 

73 

74 

75 

76 

77 

78 

79 

80 

81 

8 3 

94 

85 

86 

87 

88 

89 

90 

91 

92 

93 

94 

95 

96 

97 

98 

99 


100 

101 

102 

103 

104 

105 


Eiru:lr Hughes 
Flel cbe r O lsen 
Ri ck Schll lib eis 
Mile s Woot! 
ChNrl CS Sh imer 
Her b Andresen 
John Engli sh 
Terrv ShOf' Ynii J,;e 
Alla~ H•• lh 
Jerry Sednrs 
Erir. Hort on 
Clyde S hepherd 
Rob Byrne 
lim Scholfie ld 
lac k Moo re 
Jim Hecht 
Sleven Blac kbu rn 
Roberl S iddall 
Ron Gross 
Doug Mu ell eT 
Larrv Moore 
Ha r~ld Han e v 
Gera ld Pauls 
John Nirnphius 
Neil Brady 
Torn Che ~ es ki 
Joe Lung\'\'itz 
Torn lakubik 
Howard Eh.... e ll 
Lep Harg rove 
lerry Sl ege ng. II 
Garv Bake r 
Sp.;ky Kuhn 
l erry Iil li ch 
M ik l! Hu nl'2.iogor 
Waller Bauciter 
T om Kes ler 
R. Coca nougher 
Mi M ikkelsen 
LeumHd Lone 
V. !It N. Draper 
lamps Wessel 
Chris U rfer 
Charles Watson 
A lan Monson 
lim Coomes 
Or. R. Harley. If. 
W. Ed wa rd Plitt 
R. Lancas ter 
Mac Wrig ht 
Lyn n Vermeulen 
Ste vp Buse 
Spud Renzelrniln 
Rub Ne lson 
Tom GlJrl~el 
Charles Sir:king 
Nir:k im pernl a 
Dick Kllrpin s k l 
Bob Cove 
Torn Bloke 
Dennis Lha mon 
IDe Pel t) 
Michael 'N ard 
Nicholas T atollCl 
Tro\' Tav lo i 
Boh' He ro n 
Ken n v Evans 
I. T ' uigg 
lan el 5 ch addid 
lohn Ba rry 
WiJliarn Lemmon 
leffrey Rense 
Phil Rieman 
Paul McKee 
Ron M a rshall 
Roger Beards ley 
Bob Nplsen 
T erry Niemeyer 
Ed Weis s 
William Be ll 
Ken Anderson 
Allfm Hunter 
George C hurch 
la ck M orrison 
Sian But cha rt 
Dav id S wain 
la y S wan 
Ste ve Boo ker 
Charles Hunt 
l im Marsh 
Steve Lee 
Pa ul Terhegge n 
O rvill e Lone 
Dr. J. Hernly 
Jon Wa tson 

Hu us lon . Te xa. s 
I.Ak. C har!!!s . LA 
Clear I.a ke. LA 
O rlBndo. Floroda 
Deca tu r . G eorg iCi 
Ma rtinsville . NJ 
Sea t lie . ViCishingto n 
Coruna . CCi lifor~ia 
Sa r: rAm ento. CA 
Wa rre n. Mlch l ~an 
SI. T homas. Vi r~ il\ Is. 
SHnlH C ru z. CA 
rvlodes to. Cali forni a 
Euless. TexCts 
Indi anepo li s. l1' 
Wichita. Kansas 
Amhersl. NH 
N orco , CahfomHl 
N ew Fa ir fl elrl . CT 
No rfolk. Vinun i,l 
l.nke lackso n. Te"". 
jUlple r. Florid. 
Pensacola . Floroda 
C" ....,lI G.bl s f l orfd~ 
Belhngham . \\ ' .'\ 
Cod~ys\'llip . ~ID 
SMo,ola, Florida 
r;~SI LanslIlg. ~I I 
:>Je \\' Orl••n, . i,A 
TdmpH . Flo r id. 
T allahassee. Plorlda 
FI. I." uderda le. Fl. 
Indial.n l ic . Flor ida 
:vtonroe . Lo uisiana 
Cincinn.1ti. Ohio 
Albuquerque. :-1M 
Clea r La ke, MN 
Las VeJ(ds . N evada 
Rose vllle. Min neso la 
C harles Ia n . SC 
Posa Ll ena, M a ry land 
Wes ton. Connecl icu l 
Torra nce. Californi Ct 
" I. rk I.. k~ . M ichigan 
AJpe nCt, M ichiga n 
Denver. Co ln r~do 
Fresno. Coh fo rn ia 
:-.J orman. O klohorn1l 
A,us tin . Te xas 
nfJ\"I~r . N w Jersey 
T empe . :'\ rizonCt 
5,lI t Lake CIIV . Ll loh 
Lessbu rg . Flo·rid o 
COSi a Mesa . CA 
Ka y Wes t. Flond. 
Por llan d . O reRUIl 
linwood . Nt.l \\· Jorsev 
i3a lfln Ro uge. LA . 
T UnIun ing . Gua m 
!>Iobole. AI. bom. 
." uerd •• n. W.... 
fa mes lov"n . ;\I Y 
AmErica n Sam oa 
So. Oa vlo na . FlO rida 

<l n ta Ba r bara. CA 
\·\lousttrf. O hio 
O f' S Moi nes. IDwa 
W" lerv ill . OhiO 
Hector . Ne w Yo rk 
Napa. CI:!Iifornia 
La e Hava s ll CU v. AZ 
Sout h Bend . Ind;ana 
Tucs on . A r i-zona 
Fo r t \ Vor lh. T e x H5 
C h.u lo tte. NC 
l..a faye tle. 1.ouisia na 
Brnc kly n. New Yor k 

Chap,l H ill. NC 
Au gus ta , G eorgia 
Bee ville. T " 8 s 
Alla n llc Be ach. NC 
Wrighl ~vl ll . Bc h .. NC 
Su . Pa dre Is land . TX 
S io ux Falls . S . Oak ala 
Richmond. Indiana 
Parma. Idaho 

(; 

(i 

B 
9 


11 


10 

13 
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10 


12 
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12 
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10 
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12 


10 


10 

12 
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10 
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12 
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David HolIR ra ~c 
Roberl earles 
G len C ur li s 
Roberl S i anlon 
A I Robberls 
Ma rv Wood worth 
Phil Sanchez 
Er ic Tul ia 
Chrfs Hf'ue r 
r ~l l:' P ik e r 
Oe"n :>Jlr ho lso n 
R~ l ph Ihlkl:' r 
Re!"ne U3tez. 

Allen Durfee 
AI S r; hweiz~r 
Bobbr Dm l 
Joseph P. gdu~g 
Fred Krauss 
Richard H udsnn 
' lIke D,r.ke rso n 
Lynn Sr.\i. lthq rn 
~ lIke Blackburn 
1'1( ~ Balt.:hetor 
lohn \lacF.r1ane 
Case \Vewerkil 
Louis Nort h 
Ke n Ourfield 

Bellev ille. Ill inois 
Dow ners G rove. II.. 
Mich.igan Cily. IN 
Fo r t Plr rce. f lorida 
l~ niver5a l Cll\' . T e xtis 
Midwes! Cit \~ . OK 
5 1. Pelersb u ~~ . FL 
S au lurce. P uerlo Rico 
f\,·le mph i:li . T ennessee 
He\\,ltl, ;'\Ie \\' J r se y 
W~s lbrook . CT 
L[mcl ing . :'\l ew Je rsey 
GlIa tem ala Cit , 
Frli d H'l:Ve n. Ver"mon l 
I.. v lllow n. P A 
Col umni" . SC 
Setl ford . N'~\\ York 
A nn I\ r l>~r. M ichi~"n 
M us ke,RQn. Mj c hi ~;:In 
Wic h ita Fall, . T e xas 
PIlI I.",'r". T'.. a, 
B.ng kak. Th""" nd 
Le np. :-<a. KansRs 
Ca rn pbell q Il e. 
LaCrosse. Wisconsi n 
Bru osw ick . Georgia 
Gainesville. Florina 

selections of pewter, silverplate, 
brass plaques, medallions, custom 
screened glassware, and much more. 

First time offered - ETCHED 
GLASSWARE, a great Ilew idea 
for trophies starting at remarkably 
low cost . 

We can engrave or etch a Hobie 
sai lp lan on each and every trophy, 
tOO . 

If you have the job of se lecting 
trophies this season, our completely 
new 1977 cata log w ill be mailed 
soon . 

WRITE FOR OUR 

NEW TROPHY CATALOG 
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In 1977 as never before with larger 

the tension when raising and lower­
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BUY DIRECT
118 Pleasant Street, Box 365 


SIANO Halyard Hook Pat Pend. 
Marblehead, MA 01945 P.O. Box 152, Richboro. Pa.1B954 

Phone: (617) 631-4250 


COMMODORE 

Don S tarzia no 
Roh erl Ve r meulen 

Am Wei r 
Pa u l P in thc r 
Jack ~",Ilatthews 
Bill Beecher 
Ed w ard Sh umaker 
I'ck Walton 
Pa tri c k POr le r 
• love Wa ls h 
Da n Wa s hb urn 
Bruce Hn rmfT 
Phi l A u... 
Gera ld len kins 
M ichael Ye r row 
[1m H u~gin5 
Robe rt le w ell 
Bri.n n Price 
Ben Smoot 
M.ll ck .a r roll 
Ke nt Rosenbloom 
C lvde MeCov 
nOli N Fr n ningCt 
Clark Ca me ron 
I. Do " id Soc.,h 
Da vid Pau lso n 
Wi lliam Smllh 
Wi lham Byberg 
K A1V Dalev 
A nci re Pil~ n 
lelf Smed le)' 
Thoma s Shee ha n 
Roll in A. Cale HI 
Lon Crine r 
loc k S mi l h 
Ji m Wo lf 
l im C ibson 

169 

liO 

171 

172 

173 

17-1 

175 

176 

177 

178 

179 

180 

18 1 

184 

186 

187 

188 

l ag 
190 

191 

192 

193 

194 

HI5 

196 

197 

19R 
199 

200 


Benne t Acke rma n 
Druce Reed 
Ky l' les sen 
C nlnl Hicks 
D lJ v id S kid m l) re 
Gt!o rge Cobe"" 
~1.,.co Maek 
Rbbert I lam mar 
Pal Ca st er 
Ken! Pears on 
Dun G arr ls 
Or . Bob Wbi ssie l 
Rick G ra ue.. 
Arth ur An derson 
C laudt:' ~e \V l i.1 n d 
Duv ld K If' 1n 
Dnve r. ra f 

LOCATION DIVISION 

Narraga n sett. RI 12 

Brook lyn, Michiga n 10 

Rumson . Ne w Jersey 11 

Bloom in.Rt on. il li nOiS 10 

WinnipeR'. Ca nada 

G reat Fe lls . Mon la na 4 

Port H uron . Mlclligt1 n 10 

Ma r li n . Texas 6 

Ho mew ood. CA 

Fontana. Wiscons in 10 

Mahtomed i. M N 

Enci ni ta s , Califo rnia 

Bake rsfi eld . C." 2 

Rap id Cil y, Mic higa n 10 

Brad enton . Florida 8 

Ba lt Jm ore . tvta l'v land II 

Ypsilanli. Mi cl;igan I() 

Onta rio . Cani1dH 

Fort !\·lvers. Florid;) 

Com\'a~', So. Carolina 

B j ngha~n p I O [1 , f'.iV 12 

Heme t. Ca lifornia 2 

Gal vestn n, Texas 

S ha lima r. Flori d A 

Hong Kong 

Gra noda Hills. CA 

Ko ns a s Cll y . MO 

Burli ng lon. Ve rl11 0nl 12 

RO\\'ny ton. C1' 12 

La So il e. Canada 

T am pa. Flo rida 

Sai pHn . ~,,'al' ianas Is. 

Lin w llt1t.L i\: cw Jersev 11 

Wtnston-Sa lp. m. NC" 9 

Omah • . Neb ras ka 7 

Eugene . Orego n 4 

York Ha rho r . N H 12 


Rock vi lle . M arvlanrl II 

Rockporl . MA - 12 

Rapid Cilv. SO 

Ca rbondale. Illinois 10 

. ' a rl'o \vs . Vir'ij inia 11 

Ogden. tah 

H ubba rd Woods . IL 10 

Reno, Ne vad a 3 

Clo y. Ne w York 12 

SanlH Rosa . CA 3 

Ha mpto n . Virg inia 11 

Che lan . Washin g lon 

''' irfi"I <I. Co nnec licut 12 

Moultonboro. NH 12 

CO IOI'Hd o S pr in gs. CO .0 

S.ij ll ~er ties. \:C \V York 12 

Ol y mpia. Wash lng~ ()n 
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A Statistical 
Review of 
the Boats 

Competing 
in the 16 
Worlds. 

by the ed. 

• Ever hear the grumblings about 
"fast boats" and "slow boats"? Are 
Hobie Cats really equal or can the 
luck of the draw stick one skipper 
with a couple of "lemons" and ruin 
his chances? 

The Hobie Class Association has 
long tried to keep regatta competi­
tion centered on sailing skill. Hobie 
Alter built a simple boat for any and 
everyone to sail. Rules were devised 
to keep Cats that raced stock-to 
ensure an equal equipment basis for 
all participants . Race results are 
meant to reflect competitive skill 
and tuning abilities . I t was a pur­
poseful digression from the yachting 
world where money buys go-fast 

. items and the more coin invested in 
the boat , the better she races. 

Coast Catamaran supplies new 
factory boats for our major compe­
titions . This year, both the 16 Na­
tionals in Falrriouth, Massachusetts 
and the 16 Worlds in Hawaii were 
provided with identical, "shipped 
in the crate" Hobies, which were 
assembled at the race location. We 
have eliminated one inequality and 
are posed with a new question. 

"Isn't there enough variance in 
boat parts and construction to make 
some Hobies faster than others, even 
when they are all new?" We don't 
believe there is. It's our feeling that 
the small differences which can occur 
are not su bstantial enough to affect 
a boat's racing position . To put it 
all on paper as proof of our stand­
ing, the following statistical analy­
sis has been compiled from the 16 
Worlds competition data. 

Every boat was scored individu­
ally, eliminating the skippers' influ­
ence. Series points were tallied, race 
by race, and the boats ranked accord­
ing to their total finishing points (in 
the same manner that sailors are 
scored). Totals were based on a 14 
score series; in the case of a boat 
not being used in every race, it was 
assigned its average score overall 
for that race (no more than three 
averages were used for any boat, all 
totals represent a minimum of eleven 
actual finishes). These averages are 
indicated with parenthesis on the 
chart. Any boat that did not sail in 
at least eleven races was eliminated 

from the standings, for lack of valid 
representation. 

Several different comparisons 
were researched to provide a cross­
check on the overall conclusion. On 
the hypothesis that the first 10 boats 
were able to rank at the top because 
they were more often sailed by the 
top competitors than the last ten J 
boats were-the following check­
ed out: 

A. Collectively, the overall ranked 
top fifteen teams in the Worlds sail­
ed on the top ten boats 32 times. 

B. The same top fifteen teams 
sailed on the lowest ten boats 17 
times. 
CONCLUSION: The boats that 
were most often sailed by the best 
fifteen skippers placed higher in the 
" boat rankings" than did boats sailed 
less often by the best skippers . 

MAY THE I 
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On the hypothesis that the same 
boat could place well when sailed 
by one of the best skippers and place 
poorly (seem "slow") when sailed 
by one of the less skilled teams­
the following was collected: 

A. Boat #44 (the boat that placed 
first in "boat rankings") was sailed 
in her best four races by skippers 
whose overall ranks at the end of 
the Worlds were: 

4th, 11th, 16th, and 18th. 
Her worst four finishes were skip­
pered by sailors who ranked overall: 

28th, 36th, 40th, and >- 42nd**. 
(** greater than 42nd, not making 
the final cut on Friday.) 

B. Boat #8 (the boat that placed 
second in "boat rankings") was sail­
ed in her best three races by skippers 
whose overall ranks at the end of 
the Worlds were: 

1st, 4th, and 8th. 
Her worst three finishes were skip­
pered by sailors who ranked overall: 

>- 42nd, >- 42nd, >- 42nd. 
C. Boat #3 (the boat that placed 

third in "boat rankings") was sailed 
in her best three races by skippers 
whose overall ranks at the end of 
the Worlds were: 

2nd, 7th, and 20th. 

Her worst three finishes were skip­

pered by sailors who ranked overall: 


> 42nd, > 42nd, > 42nd. 

D. Boat #29 (the boat that placed 

fourth in "boat rankings") was sail­
ed in her best four races by skippers 
whose overall ranks at the end of 
the Worlds were: 

3rd, 12th, 21st, and 32nd. 
Her worst four finishes were skip­
pered by sailors who ranked overall: 

11th, 16th, 22nd, and 33rd. 

BEST BOAT? WIN... 


E. Boat #23 (the boat that placed 
fifth in "boat rankings") was sailed 
in her best three races by skippers 
whose overall ranks at the end of 
the Worlds were: 

5th, 26th, and 27th. 
Her worst three finishes were skip­
pered by sailors who ranked overall: 

>- 42nd, > 42nd, > 42nd. 
CONCLUSION: Almost all boats 
(the top five are shown here) sailed 
their best finishes when skippered 
by the top teams and received their 
worst scores when sailed by lower 
ranked teams. 

On the hypothesis that the top 
five skippers placed well in most of 
their races, regardless of the overall 
ranking of their particular boat in 
each race, the following was com­
piled: 

Listed are the top five skippers 
with their finishes in each race and 
the overall ranking a/the boat which 
they sailed in each race (article ex­
plains how boats were ranked) -

Froome/ Driscoll 

RACE POSITION: 2 I I I 3 27 2 3 

RA NK OF BOAT 29 22 18 2 28 16 37 20 

Loufek / Canepa 

RACE POSIT ION: 8 2 3 2 2 3 I I 

RANK OF BOAT: 16 12 33 8 3 19 15 34 

Hutchings / Lynn 

RACE POSITION: 4 6 4 4 I 3 31 

RANK OF BOAT: I II 12 44 14 6 8 31 

King/ Love 

R ACE POSITION: 5 1 15 3 I 1 5 5 
RA NK OF BOAT: 36 2 35 I 19 24 33 ca~~ 

Naish/ Faulkner 

RACE POSITION: 2 3 2 32 5 13 24 4 

RANK OF BOA T: 41 15 5 42 6 13 19 30 

The conclusions seem firm. Skip­
pers determine their own perform­
ance; differences between boats are 
minimal and do not affect overall 
results. Sailing and tuning skills, 
when applied properly, win races­
boats don't. 

continued. .. 

PHOTO BY JAKE GRUBB 
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MAY THE BEST BOAT WIN ... 

"BOAT RANKINGS" 
POSI­ BOAT TOTAL 

TION NO. POINTS 


POSI­ BOAT TOTAl. 
TlON NO . POINTS 

I. 44 137 
2. 8 157V2 
3. 2 216 3/. 

4. 29 221 
5. 23 222 
6. 28 231:y. 
7. 46 239:y. 
8. 7 246:y. 
9. 15 248 

10. 16 249 
II. 1 254 
12. 35 255 
13. 50 26H~ 

14 . 6 268 
15 . 54 269 3/. 

16. 13 273 
17. 47 278 
18 . 41 278:y. 
19. 30 302:y. 
20. 33 303 
21. 27 303 
22. 36 3043/. 

23. 
24. 
25. 
26. 
27. 
28. 
29. 
30. 
31. 
32. 
33. 
34. 
35. 
36 . 
37. 
38. 
39. 
40 . 
41. 
42. 
43. 
44. 

25 
10 
34 

5 
II 
32 
49 
17 
31 
40 
48 
45 
14 
37 
24 
42 
43 

9 
12 
18 
19 
4 

312 
317:y. 
318 
318 
319 
321 
322 
323 
323 
327 
333 
335 
351 
353 
359 
361 
364 
376 
384 
405 
415 
437 

The following boats did not have elev­
en actual scores and were not included 
in the rankings: 3,20,21 , 22,26,38 , 39, 
53, and 57. 

TOP TEN BOATS AT HOBIE 16 WORLDS - HAWAII 
STATISTICAL REVIEW 

2 J 4 8 9 10 

BOAT NO. #44 #8 #2 #29 #23 #28 #46 #7 #15 #16 

RACE TOTAL 
NO. POINTS 137 157'/, 216Y, 221 222 231Y, 239Y, 246'1. 248 249 

SKIPPER Hutch ings Off Wilso n Gale Salmon Ramos Shee ley G ross Schafe r Hall 
POINTS 4 38 II 16 23 12 y. 9 3 42 

SKIPPER Heilbronn Seaman Baker Lung H. Alter Collard McGuire Kelder Dryland 
POINTS 15 5 20 24 6 33 (17) 38 29 4 

SKIPPER Ramos King Burgaud Bray Dryland C. Smith Ryan Baxter 
POI NTS 14 .~ 12 7 (16) 10 31 37 (18) II 

4 SKIPPER Hankin s Kelder Rick Eddington Seama n Olson Salmon Gross Wood 
POINTS 27 (II) 21 ( 16) 4 29 2S II 5 10 

SKIPPER Wilson Shee ley Gale Seaman Naish Ca rter Lopez Sterling 

POINTS 16 5 llo 28 2 19 S 13 ( IS) ( IS) 


6 SK IPPER Neilson Bambery Turner Burgaud Dryland Takahashi Warrum Salmon Cox 
POINTS 2 II 31 7 19 34 (17) 18 25 38 

7 SKIPPER Bambery Kelder Westphal Pohlman Dinsdale Atwood Loufek D. Beauchamp Neilson 
POI NTS 6 22 30 ( 16) 15 9 32 2 32 10 

8 SKIPPER King Froome Carter Hutchings Laubser McIntosh Martens Ramos Gale Hanki ns 
POI NTS 3 3,4 II 4 34 10 22 6 2 14 

9 SKIPPER Rick Eddington Andresen Martens Wickenhause r Collard Gross Goo Hutchings Monsen Petaja 
POINTS 5 2 15 18 10 II 24 y. 20 17 

10 SKIPP ER Sachet Loufek You ng McGuire Naish Baxter Logan Tana ka Jaworski 
POINTS 3 (II ) 2 19 33 5 6 41 31 28 

I I SKIPPER Schafer D. Beauchamp Sammons Nielso n Goo Bray Russ Eddington Wil so n WeSlphal Young 

POI NTS 3 II 6 23 16 24 14 19 37 9 


12 SKIPPER Dinsdale Aylward J . Beauchamp Sachet Hatfield Hutch ings Myter Martens Drips 
POINTS 20 37 23 21 4 1. (17) 19 6 /I 

I3 S KIPPER Bambery Sheeley Russ Eddington Seaman Neilso n Salmon Wilshire Ram os 
___P_0__IN_T_S__~(_IO~)_________ 2_1__________1_8_________7____________24___________8________23___________3_0___ _ __(_18_)________ 2______ 

14 SK IPPER Bambery Wilso n Gale Schafer Hutchings Baxter Monsen 
POINTS (10) 7 16 15 ( 16) 27 ( 17) 3 4 35 
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No balls. 


I 

Seaway Needle Bearings spread the load. 

The larger bearing surface prevents the distortion 

inherent in Ball Bearing Systems. 

Needle Bearings out-last and out-perform all 

other systems. 

For your FREE 1977 new expanded Seaway 

Rigging Systems Book write: 


SEAWAY 
4201 Redwood Avenue 
Los Angel es, CA 90066 

Name 

Address 

Cily Sia le Zip 

Type o f Boal 

The 1977 Complele Seaway Marine Hardware Calalog and Calendar 
are now available al Sl .00 each . 

Nowa 100 poun d persa ll can righ t a Hobie 16 SOLO 
in Yl minute. Ru gge d. prove n, guarant ee d. we ighs onl y 
2#. qui ckl y insull ed. 

Only S I 20 Postp ~ id ­
NOTE: Th e CI,,>, A,'O( I,ll ion recoRll ize, Ihe EAW RIGHTER;" .1 cie linile 
::OIl Ier\' ,l~~e l for the qUI ( ~ (111 0 e((i cirnl r i ~h fi n?- oi a Hohic C.1 1 16. 

H OwE'Vf'r . bec~lI"e o ilhe obviou<: [ ime ~"' <wjn~ clch ,I 'H J,K € lh p Ov..ner 01 

[hl:- de\ ice \-youlci h (1\L'. WE:.I !1IlI :- 1 con~ ide r II dl[' ~al for u"e in <1 ( 1., :-::­

Re~,lII,' The EASY RIGHTER , .1" e.I,II, be del.1Ched. ,0 we ,,,k ,h., 

VOli ~ I e.l ... e do :'0 heiorC' r cl(l l1~ 


Write Jor details ­

3N COMPANY 
Box 24500, Los Angeles 
CA 90024/(213)475-3356 
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